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General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 

in Alabama, there were 4.2 days suitable for fieldwork for 

the week ending Sunday, September 20, 2020.  

Precipitation ranged from no rain to 18.9 inches. Average 

high temperatures ranged from the mid 70s to the mid 80s.  

Average low temperatures ranged from the high 50s to the 

low 70s. 

 

Crops 
Hurricane Sally made landfall in Gulf Shores and traveled 

in a northeasterly direction, resulting in northwestern 

counties showing no evidence of a hurricane passing 

nearby. Producers in the northwestern portion of the state 

were able to conduct fieldwork as usual, namely 

harvesting corn and hay. Having received little rain 

recently, row crops in northwestern counties were in need 

of moisture.  

 

Producers in the southeastern portion of the state struggled 

with wind, heavy rain, downed trees and fences, flooded 

fields, and in some cases, failed pond dams, as a result of 

a direct hit from Hurricane Sally. A preliminary 

assessment of row crops in the southeast revealed that 

crops in fields with water readily draining were faring well 

since there was less wind damage than expected. The 

storm damaged pecan orchards, though, causing some of 

this year’s production to drop prematurely.  

 

Livestock and Pastures 
Since Hurricane Sally produced less rain than expected in 

northwestern counties, livestock farmers were able to 

plant cool season annual forages for winter grazing. Cattle 

condition remained mostly good.  

 

 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending 09/20/20 

Crop stage Prev year 
Prev 
week 

This week 
5 Year 

avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn - Harvested .............  
Cotton - Bolls Opening ....  
Cotton - Harvested ..........  
Hay - 3rd Cutting .............  
Peanuts - Dug .................  
Peanuts - Harvested ........  
Soybeans - Dropping 
Leaves ............................  
Soybeans - Harvested .....  

84 
78 
3 

71 
26 
12 

 
62 
8 

56 
55 
0 

62 
10 
3 
 

33 
NA 

72 
66 
0 

72 
11 
5 
 

50 
1 

81 
72 
2 

NA 
NA 

7 
 

61 
11 

 

Conditions for Week Ending 09/20/20 

Crop 
Very 
poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle .....................  
Cotton ....................  
Pasture and range ..  
Peanuts ..................  
Soybeans ...............  

0 
0 
1 
0 
1 

1 
2 
2 
2 
1 

13 
14 
23 
16 
16 

79 
71 
68 
61 
75 

7 
13 
6 

21 
7 

 

Soil Moisture for Week Ending 09/20/20 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...........................................  
Short ..................................................  
Adequate ............................................  
Surplus ...............................................  

3 
16 
70 
11 

0 
7 

62 
31 

Subsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...........................................  
Short ..................................................  
Adequate ............................................  
Surplus ...............................................  

3 
14 
73 
10 

0 
5 

66 
29 
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